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THE JOHN AND FRANCES HOWE HOUSE
HOWE, INDIANA (1845)

The John and Frances Howe House is a wood-frame Greek revival structure located at 705 Sixth Street in Howe,
Indiana. Built in 1845, the house was the first residence of John Badlam and Frances Marie Howe (née Glidden). John Howe
first came to the town, then called Lima, the seat of Lagrange County, in 1833. He settled and ran the first school in the town,
and in 1834 became the first lawyer in the county. In 1846 he married Frances, and had the house built as a wedding present.
John Howe was a member of the Indiana House of Representatives of the General Assembly from 1840-1841, and a member
of the Constitutional Convention in 1850. He would go on to co-found the first bank in Lima in 1854.

After John and Frances moved to a new house nearby, the structure housed the Howe Grammar School. A
bequest in John’s will in 1883, along with the stewardship and generosity of his widow and brother, led to the growth of the
Grammar School into the Howe Military School. As the School expanded, the original Howe House was used as a kitchen
and then vicarage for the Military School. Due to their initial contributions to the town’s success and lasting impact on its
educational, political, and religious institutions, the town was renamed Howe in their honor in 1909.

The John and Frances Howe House maintains many of its original features. The principle massing of a
one-and-a-half story main body with single story side wings persists despite Victorian and Mid-Century era additions. The
house maintains its full-height entry portico, principle and secondary entablatures, Greek-Doric inspired dodecagonal
columns, pocket-weighted double-hung wood windows, as well as vernacular Greek Revival style detailing in the eared
window and door surrounds which feature exterior floral appliqués.
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THE JOHN AND FRANCES HOWE HOUSE
HOWE, INDIANA (1845)

The John and Frances Howe House is a wood-frame Greek revival structure located at 705 Sixth Street in Howe,
Indiana. Built in 1845, the house was the first residence of John Badlam and Frances Marie Howe (née Glidden). John Howe
first came to the town, then called Lima, the seat of Lagrange County, in 1833. He settled and ran the first school in the town,
and in 1834 became the first lawyer in the county. In 1846 he married Frances, and had the house built as a wedding present.
John Howe was a member of the Indiana House of Representatives of the General Assembly from 1840-1841, and a member
of the Constitutional Convention in 1850. He would go on to co-found the first bank in Lima in 1854.

After John and Frances moved to a new house nearby, the structure housed the Howe Grammar School. A
bequest in John’s will in 1883, along with the stewardship and generosity of his widow and brother, led to the growth of the
Grammar School into the Howe Military School. As the School expanded, the original Howe House was used as a kitchen
and then vicarage for the Military School. Due to their initial contributions to the town’s success and lasting impact on its
educational, political, and religious institutions, the town was renamed Howe in their honor in 1909.

The John and Frances Howe House maintains many of its original features. The principle massing of a
one-and-a-half story main body with single story side wings persists despite Victorian and Mid-Century era additions. The
house maintains its full-height entry portico, principle and secondary entablatures, Greek-Doric inspired dodecagonal
columns, pocket-weighted double-hung wood windows, as well as vernacular Greek Revival style detailing in the eared
window and door surrounds which feature exterior floral appliqués.
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THE JOHN AND FRANCES HOWE HOUSE
HOWE, INDIANA (1845)

The John and Frances Howe House is a wood-frame Greek revival structure located at 705 Sixth Street in Howe,
Indiana. Built in 1845, the house was the first residence of John Badlam and Frances Marie Howe (née Glidden). John Howe
first came to the town, then called Lima, the seat of Lagrange County, in 1833. He settled and ran the first school in the town,
and in 1834 became the first lawyer in the county. In 1846 he married Frances, and had the house built as a wedding present.
John Howe was a member of the Indiana House of Representatives of the General Assembly from 1840-1841, and a member
of the Constitutional Convention in 1850. He would go on to co-found the first bank in Lima in 1854.

After John and Frances moved to a new house nearby, the structure housed the Howe Grammar School. A
bequest in John’s will in 1883, along with the stewardship and generosity of his widow and brother, led to the growth of the
Grammar School into the Howe Military School. As the School expanded, the original Howe House was used as a kitchen
and then vicarage for the Military School. Due to their initial contributions to the town’s success and lasting impact on its
educational, political, and religious institutions, the town was renamed Howe in their honor in 1909.

The John and Frances Howe House maintains many of its original features. The principle massing of a
one-and-a-half story main body with single story side wings persists despite Victorian and Mid-Century era additions. The
house maintains its full-height entry portico, principle and secondary entablatures, Greek-Doric inspired dodecagonal
columns, pocket-weighted double-hung wood windows, as well as vernacular Greek Revival style detailing in the eared
window and door surrounds which feature exterior floral appliqués.
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CEILING HEIGHT: ?

BASEMENT ROOM 2
18'-21

8" X 13'-47
8 "
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16"
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THE JOHN AND FRANCES HOWE HOUSE
HOWE, INDIANA (1845)

The John and Frances Howe House is a wood-frame Greek revival structure located at 705 Sixth Street in Howe,
Indiana. Built in 1845, the house was the first residence of John Badlam and Frances Marie Howe (née Glidden). John Howe
first came to the town, then called Lima, the seat of Lagrange County, in 1833. He settled and ran the first school in the town,
and in 1834 became the first lawyer in the county. In 1846 he married Frances, and had the house built as a wedding present.
John Howe was a member of the Indiana House of Representatives of the General Assembly from 1840-1841, and a member
of the Constitutional Convention in 1850. He would go on to co-found the first bank in Lima in 1854.

After John and Frances moved to a new house nearby, the structure housed the Howe Grammar School. A
bequest in John’s will in 1883, along with the stewardship and generosity of his widow and brother, led to the growth of the
Grammar School into the Howe Military School. As the School expanded, the original Howe House was used as a kitchen
and then vicarage for the Military School. Due to their initial contributions to the town’s success and lasting impact on its
educational, political, and religious institutions, the town was renamed Howe in their honor in 1909.

The John and Frances Howe House maintains many of its original features. The principle massing of a
one-and-a-half story main body with single story side wings persists despite Victorian and Mid-Century era additions. The
house maintains its full-height entry portico, principle and secondary entablatures, Greek-Doric inspired dodecagonal
columns, pocket-weighted double-hung wood windows, as well as vernacular Greek Revival style detailing in the eared
window and door surrounds which feature exterior floral appliqués.
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THE JOHN AND FRANCES HOWE HOUSE
HOWE, INDIANA (1845)

The John and Frances Howe House is a wood-frame Greek revival structure located at 705 Sixth Street in Howe,
Indiana. Built in 1845, the house was the first residence of John Badlam and Frances Marie Howe (née Glidden). John Howe
first came to the town, then called Lima, the seat of Lagrange County, in 1833. He settled and ran the first school in the town,
and in 1834 became the first lawyer in the county. In 1846 he married Frances, and had the house built as a wedding present.
John Howe was a member of the Indiana House of Representatives of the General Assembly from 1840-1841, and a member
of the Constitutional Convention in 1850. He would go on to co-found the first bank in Lima in 1854.

After John and Frances moved to a new house nearby, the structure housed the Howe Grammar School. A
bequest in John’s will in 1883, along with the stewardship and generosity of his widow and brother, led to the growth of the
Grammar School into the Howe Military School. As the School expanded, the original Howe House was used as a kitchen
and then vicarage for the Military School. Due to their initial contributions to the town’s success and lasting impact on its
educational, political, and religious institutions, the town was renamed Howe in their honor in 1909.

The John and Frances Howe House maintains many of its original features. The principle massing of a
one-and-a-half story main body with single story side wings persists despite Victorian and Mid-Century era additions. The
house maintains its full-height entry portico, principle and secondary entablatures, Greek-Doric inspired dodecagonal
columns, pocket-weighted double-hung wood windows, as well as vernacular Greek Revival style detailing in the eared
window and door surrounds which feature exterior floral appliqués.
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THE JOHN AND FRANCES HOWE HOUSE
HOWE, INDIANA (1845)

The John and Frances Howe House is a wood-frame Greek revival structure located at 705 Sixth Street in Howe,
Indiana. Built in 1845, the house was the first residence of John Badlam and Frances Marie Howe (née Glidden). John Howe
first came to the town, then called Lima, the seat of Lagrange County, in 1833. He settled and ran the first school in the town,
and in 1834 became the first lawyer in the county. In 1846 he married Frances, and had the house built as a wedding present.
John Howe was a member of the Indiana House of Representatives of the General Assembly from 1840-1841, and a member
of the Constitutional Convention in 1850. He would go on to co-found the first bank in Lima in 1854.

After John and Frances moved to a new house nearby, the structure housed the Howe Grammar School. A
bequest in John’s will in 1883, along with the stewardship and generosity of his widow and brother, led to the growth of the
Grammar School into the Howe Military School. As the School expanded, the original Howe House was used as a kitchen
and then vicarage for the Military School. Due to their initial contributions to the town’s success and lasting impact on its
educational, political, and religious institutions, the town was renamed Howe in their honor in 1909.

The John and Frances Howe House maintains many of its original features. The principle massing of a
one-and-a-half story main body with single story side wings persists despite Victorian and Mid-Century era additions. The
house maintains its full-height entry portico, principle and secondary entablatures, Greek-Doric inspired dodecagonal
columns, pocket-weighted double-hung wood windows, as well as vernacular Greek Revival style detailing in the eared
window and door surrounds which feature exterior floral appliqués.
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THE JOHN AND FRANCES HOWE HOUSE
HOWE, INDIANA (1845)

The John and Frances Howe House is a wood-frame Greek revival structure located at 705 Sixth Street in Howe,
Indiana. Built in 1845, the house was the first residence of John Badlam and Frances Marie Howe (née Glidden). John Howe
first came to the town, then called Lima, the seat of Lagrange County, in 1833. He settled and ran the first school in the town,
and in 1834 became the first lawyer in the county. In 1846 he married Frances, and had the house built as a wedding present.
John Howe was a member of the Indiana House of Representatives of the General Assembly from 1840-1841, and a member
of the Constitutional Convention in 1850. He would go on to co-found the first bank in Lima in 1854.

After John and Frances moved to a new house nearby, the structure housed the Howe Grammar School. A
bequest in John’s will in 1883, along with the stewardship and generosity of his widow and brother, led to the growth of the
Grammar School into the Howe Military School. As the School expanded, the original Howe House was used as a kitchen
and then vicarage for the Military School. Due to their initial contributions to the town’s success and lasting impact on its
educational, political, and religious institutions, the town was renamed Howe in their honor in 1909.

The John and Frances Howe House maintains many of its original features. The principle massing of a
one-and-a-half story main body with single story side wings persists despite Victorian and Mid-Century era additions. The
house maintains its full-height entry portico, principle and secondary entablatures, Greek-Doric inspired dodecagonal
columns, pocket-weighted double-hung wood windows, as well as vernacular Greek Revival style detailing in the eared
window and door surrounds which feature exterior floral appliqués.

N



������������������������������
705 6th Street
Howe, Indiana 46746

����������������������
����	��
����
����
��
���
ARCH 71411

December 13, 2022
Interior Details

5 1/2" 2' - 11" 5 1/2"

8'
 - 

5 
1/

4"

5 1/2" 2' - 6" 5 1/2"

6'
 - 

10
 1

/8
"

6 
1/

2"
1 3/4"

5 
1/

2"
3/

4"

7'
 - 

0"
7'

 - 
6 

1/
4"

6 
1/

2"

1 3/4"

4 
5/

8"
5'

 - 
0"

6 
1/

2"
5'

 - 
11

 1
/8

"

5 1/2" 2' - 8" 5 1/2"

6 
1/

2"
5'

 - 
0"

4 
5/

8"
5'

 - 
11

 1
/8

"

5 1/2" 2' - 5 1/4" 5 1/2" 2' - 5 1/4" 5 1/2"

2 5/8"

1 1/8"
1 

1/
8"

6 
1/

2"

1 3/4"

6' - 3"

3' - 10" 3' - 5"
1 

1/
8"

6 
1/

2"

1 3/4"

1 1/8"

5' - 0"
4 1/2" 7 3/4" 4" 2' - 3 1/2" 4" 7 3/4" 4 1/2"

1 
1/

2"
2'

 - 
1 

7/
8"

11
 1

/4
"

7 
1/

4"
3'

 - 
10

"

2'
 - 

10
 1

/2
"

2'
 - 

1"

9" 7"

2 
1/

8"

a

JOHN B. & FRANCES M. G. HOWE HOUSEAuthor
A Proposal for the Conservation of and Addition to the



������������������������������
705 6th Street
Howe, Indiana 46746

����������������������
����	��
����
����
��
���
ARCH 71411

December 13, 2022
HABS Sheet for Submission

BOTTOM OF
MUDBOARD

9'
-3

1 2"
3'

-6
1 4"

2'
-3

5 8"
5'

-8
"

TOP OF CORONA
(NORTH WING)

TOP OF COLUMN

TOP OF CORONA

TOP OF PEDIMENT

LIVING ROOM
14'-81

2" X 26'-71
4"LIBRARY

15'-53
4"X15'-0"

ROOM 02
15'-65

8" X 15'-15
8"

DINING ROOM
11'-5" X 12'-73

8"

ENTRY HALL
4'-103

4" X 11'-5"

SIDE PORCH
6'-03

4" X 11'-113
4"

KITCHEN
8'-41

4" X 14'-27
8"

ROOM 03
15'-65

8" X 15'-15
8"

UP

DN

21
'-6

"
16

'-3
"

4'
-1

13 4"
4'

-8
3 4"

6'-9" 6'-9" 6'-9"

1'-01
2"

1'-11"

1'-01
2"

1'-11"

1'
-1

1"
3'

-0
3 4"

1'
-1

1"

10'-03
4" 6'-03

4" 21'-4"

11
'-1

13 4"

5'-5"

11
'-4

"

32'-11
2"

48
'-3

"

37'-51
2"

91 2"

1'
-0

1 2"
5'

-6
1 4"

1'
-7

"
1'-7"

R37
8"

9'
-6

1 4"

BOTTOM OF
MUDBOARD 63 4"

12
'-2

7 8"
2'

-3
5 8"

5'
-8

"

TOP OF COLUMN

TOP OF CORONA

TOP OF PEDIMENT

TOP OF CORONA
(SOUTH WING)

9'
-1

7 8"
5'

-1
11 2"

BOTTOM OF
MUDBOARD

TOP OF CORONA

TOP OF PEDIMENT

TOP OF CORONA
(SOUTH WING)

5'
-8

"

7"
9'

-9
1 2"

11
3 8"

7'
-6

1 4"
1'

-1
13 8"

BOTTOM OF
MUDBOARD

TOP OF PEDIMENT

SECOND FLOOR

FIRST FLOOR

SECOND FLOOR
CEILING

FIRST FLOOR
CEILING

7'
-1

13 4"
1'

-4
3 4"

5'
-8

7 8"
5'

-8
"

BOTTOM OF
MUDBOARD

TOP OF CORONA

TOP OF PEDIMENT

TOP OF CORONA
(BACK PORCH)

BEDROOM
11'-101

2" X 14'-63
8"

BEDROOM
11'-51

8" X 13'-5"

BATHROOM

DN

21'-4"

42
'-8

3 4"

D
R

A
W

N
 B

Y
:  

G
U

IL
LE

R
M

O
 A

LF
A

R
O

, J
O

EL
 E

ST
EV

EZ
, E

LE
N

A
 E

ZZ
O

, S
EA

N
 G

A
O

U
ET

TE
, S

A
N

D
R

O
 K

EN
D

A
D

ZE
, E

LI
ZA

B
ET

H
 K

R
O

M
K

O
W

SK
I

JO
H

N
 A

N
D

 F
R

A
N

C
ES

 H
O

W
E 

H
O

U
SE

70
5 

N
O

R
TH

 S
IX

TH
 S

TR
EE

T
LA

G
R

A
N

G
E 

C
O

U
N

TY
IN

D
IA

N
A

IF
 R

EP
R

O
D

U
C

ED
, P

LE
A

SE
 C

R
ED

IT
 T

H
E 

H
IS

TO
R

IC
 A

M
ER

IC
A

N
 B

U
IL

D
IN

G
S 

SU
R

V
EY

, N
A

TI
O

N
A

L 
PA

R
K

 S
ER

V
IC

E,
 N

A
M

E 
O

F 
D

EL
IN

EA
TO

R
, D

A
TE

 O
F 

D
R

A
W

IN
G

U
N

IT
ED

 S
TA

TE
S 

D
EP

A
R

TM
EN

T 
O

F 
TH

E 
IN

TE
R

IO
R

N
A

TI
O

N
A

L 
PA

R
K

 S
ER

V
IC

E

SU
R

V
EY

 N
O

.

1
1

SH
EE

T 
   

   
   

   
   

  O
F 

   
   

   
   

   
  S

H
EE

TS

H
IS

TO
R

IC
 A

M
ER

IC
A

N
B

U
IL

D
IN

G
S 

SU
R

V
EY

IN
D

EX
 N

U
M

B
ER

LI
B

R
A

R
Y

 O
F 

C
O

N
G

R
ES

S

H
O

W
E

IN
-3

29
U

N
IV

ER
SI

TY
 O

F 
N

O
TR

E 
D

A
M

E
SC

H
O

O
L 

O
F 

A
R

C
H

IT
EC

TU
R

E

20
23

 L
EI

C
ES

TE
R

 B
. H

O
LL

A
N

D
 P

R
IZ

E 
EN

TR
Y

GROUND FLOOR PLAN
SCALE: 14" = 1'0" A

A

WEST ELEVATION
SCALE: 14" = 1'0"

SECOND FLOOR PLAN
SCALE: 18" = 1'0"

EAST ELEVATION
SCALE: 18" = 1'0"

SOUTH ELEVATION
SCALE: 18" = 1'0"

NORTH ELEVATION
SCALE: 18" = 1'0"

SECTION A-A
SCALE: 18" = 1'0"

GRAPHIC SCALES
1
8" = 1'0"

1
4" = 1'0"

0 5' 10' 20'

0 3.00 M

0 5' 10' 20'

0 3.00 M

THE JOHN AND FRANCES HOWE HOUSE
HOWE, INDIANA (1845)

The John and Frances Howe House is a wood-frame Greek revival structure located at 705 Sixth Street in Howe,
Indiana. Built in 1845, the house was the first residence of John Badlam and Frances Marie Howe (née Glidden). John Howe
first came to the town, then called Lima, the seat of Lagrange County, in 1833. He settled and ran the first school in the town,
and in 1834 became the first lawyer in the county. In 1846 he married Frances, and had the house built as a wedding present.
John Howe was a member of the Indiana House of Representatives of the General Assembly from 1840-1841, and a member
of the Constitutional Convention in 1850. He would go on to co-found the first bank in Lima in 1854.

After John and Frances moved to a new house nearby, the structure housed the Howe Grammar School. A
bequest in John’s will in 1883, along with the stewardship and generosity of his widow and brother, led to the growth of the
Grammar School into the Howe Military School. As the School expanded, the original Howe House was used as a kitchen
and then vicarage for the Military School. Due to their initial contributions to the town’s success and lasting impact on its
educational, political, and religious institutions, the town was renamed Howe in their honor in 1909.

The John and Frances Howe House maintains many of its original features. The principle massing of a
one-and-a-half story main body with single story side wings persists despite Victorian and Mid-Century era additions. The
house maintains its full-height entry portico, principle and secondary entablatures, Greek-Doric inspired dodecagonal
columns, pocket-weighted double-hung wood windows, as well as vernacular Greek Revival style detailing in the eared
window and door surrounds which feature exterior floral appliqués.
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United States Department of the Interior
�������
 ��	 ������

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register Bulletin, 
How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter 
"N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories 
from the instructions.  

1. �ame o& �1ope1t8

Historic name: John B. and Frances Howe House (preferred)

Other names�site number: Original Howe House, Murphy House, Rectory, Vicarage, 
Superintendent’s Home, Administration Building, Headmaster’s Cottage

#ame of related multiple property listing: N/A
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
�. �ocation 
Street � number: 705 Sixth St
City or town: Howe State: Indiana County: LaGrange

#ot For Publication: *icinity: 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
�. State��ede1al A'enc8 �e1ti&ication
As the designated authority under the #ational Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 
� hereby certify that this ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, request for determination of eligibility meets the 
documentation standards for registering properties in the #ational &egister of Historic Places 
and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in �� CF& Part ��. 
�n my opinion, the property ,,,  meets  ,,, does not meet the #ational &egister Criteria.  � 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following 
level(s) of significance:     
  national                     state6ide              local 

Applicable #ational &egister Criteria: 
   A                �              �              D        

Si'natu1e o& ce1ti&8in' o&&icial��itle: Date
�ndiana D���Di5ision o& �isto1ic �1ese15ation and A1chaeolo'8
State o1 �ede1al a'enc8�"u1eau o1 �1i"al Go5e1nment
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�n my opinion, the property       meets       does not meet the #ational &egister criteria.  

Si'natu1e o& commentin' o&&icial: Date

�itle :                                    State o1 �ede1al a'enc8�"u1eau
                                                                                         o1 �1i"al Go5e1nment 

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
�. �ational �a1k Se15ice �e1ti&ication 
� hereby certify that this property is: 
     entered in the #ational &egister 
     determined eligible for the #ational &egister 
     determined not eligible for the #ational &egister 
     removed from the #ational &egister 
     other (eDplain:)  ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,                                                                                  
                     
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,  
Signature of the Keeper �ate of Action
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
5. �lassi&ication
�6ne1ship o& �1ope1t8
(Check as many boDes as apply.)
Private: 

Public G !ocal

Public G State 

Public G Federal 

�ate'o18 o& �1ope1t8
(Check only one boD.)

�uilding(s)

�istrict 

Site

Structure 

Ob6ect 

✓

✓
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�um"e1 o& �esou1ces 6ithin �1ope1t8
(�o not include previously listed resources in the count)             
Contributing #oncontributing
������1������ ������1������ ��i�dings

������������� ������������� sites

������������� ������������� st��ct��es

������������� ������������� o��ects

������1������� ������1������ �ota�

#umber of contributing resources previously listed in the #ational &egister ,,,N/A,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
�. �unction o1 Use 

�isto1ic �unctions
(�nter categories from instructions.)
DOMESTIC/single-dwelling
EDUCATION/education-related
RELIGION/church-related residence
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

�u11ent �unctions
(�nter categories from instructions.)
WORK IN PROGRESS
DOMESTIC/single-dwelling
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,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
7. Desc1iption 

A1chitectu1al �lassi&ication 
(�nter categories from instructions.)
MID-19th CENTURY/Greek Revival 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Mate1ials: (enter categories from instructions.)
foundation: Brick

Concrete
walls: Wood Siding

roof: Asphalt Shingle

other: Brick Chimney
Wood Columns
Glazed Brick and Clay Tile
Wood Cornice and Pediments

�a11ati5e Desc1iption
(�escribe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  �escribe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. �egin with a summa18 pa1a'1aph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, siFe, and significant features. �ndicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)  
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
Summa18 �a1a'1aph

The John and Frances Howe House is located on a rectangular corner lot in the 

unincorporated community of Howe, Indiana, near the grounds of the former 

Howe Military School. The house is a wood-frame Greek Revival structure with 

a traditional pedimented columnar portico on the primary elevation and 

single-story wings on each side. Although there have been interventions to 

the original 1845 construction, the house is an intact and significant early 

example of Greek Revival architecture in northeast Indiana. There is a non-

contributing two-car garage to the northeast of the main house. The house was 

built for and inhabited by John Howe and his wife Frances. John was one of 

the earliest settlers in the area and contributed locally and state-wide in 

politics, economics, and education.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,



������������������������������
705 6th Street
Howe, Indiana 46746

����������������������
����	��
����
����
��
���
ARCH 71411

December 13, 2022
National Register Nomination Form

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
NPS Form 10900 OMB No. 10240018

John B. and Frances Howe House LaGrange, Indiana
Name of Property           County and State

Section 
 page 5

�a11ati5e Desc1iption 

The John and Frances Howe House is located on a rectangular corner lot framed 

by three streets on its western, northern and eastern boundaries (6th Street, 

Union Street and 5th Street respectively), and a single-family residential lot 

on its southern side. The lot sits on the northern edge of the town of Howe, 

Indiana, in a low density, mostly single-family rural neighborhood, and 

measures 132 feet wide by 204 feet and 6 inches deep, with its short ends 

facing East and West.

The house is composed of a main, one-and-a-half story gable front with a full 

height entry porch facing 6th Street, with two one-story side wings at the 

North and South. This composition is a typical sub-type of the Greek Revival 

house prevalent in the United States between 1825 and 1860, colloquially 

referred to as a “hen-and-chicks” composition. The main volume is 21’- 4” 

wide by 42’-8-3/4” deep. The one-story side wings, which step back about 11’-

4” from the porch, are about 16’-3” deep. The North wing is about 16’-2” 

wide, while the South wing is almost twice as wide, measuring about 32’-2” 

wide. The house’s original composition was symmetrical, and the South wing’s 

difference in length is due to later additions, which are clear from 

differences in trim and detailing of the wing’s main elevation, but also from 

the interior structure.

The building is a wood frame structure with 4-inch clapboard siding on all 

exterior elevations except for the main volume’s West façade, which has 6-

inch flush wood siding. All trim and molding profiles corresponding to the 

entablature’s architrave, frieze and cornice, as well as the pediments, are 

made of wood. On the exterior, all openings have a simple flat stock 5-1/2-

to-6-inch trim surround with square floral appliques at the top corners on 

the windows of the West elevation and all the doors that lead into the ground 

floor. All roofs have asphalt shingles, a recent intervention to protect the 

house from the elements, most likely replacing historic wood shakes. Interior 

floors are all hardwood panels of equal widths placed on a horizontal strip 

pattern, except for the clay-tiled hearth around the fireplace. Interior 

walls are all mostly wood lath with gypsum plaster or gypsum board where 

renovations were undertaken. On the ground floor, ceilings are all flat, 

while the second floor has tray ceilings that start sloping upwards at a 
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height of about 6’-2” and turn flat at a height of 7’-6”. Baseboards, painted 

white, as well as door and window surrounds, and a built-in bookcase, are the 

extent of interior trim found within the house. The interior window and door 

trim has “ears” in the top corners, a common feature of the Greek Revival 

style.

The dominating feature of the main body’s West façade, the entry porch, has 

four full height, baseless, Greek-inspired Doric wood columns, with a twelve-

sided 19-inch lower diameter that tapers to a 14-inch upper diameter, crowned 

by a simple solid wood Doric capital profile. These 12’-2” high columns 

support a full entablature (architrave, frieze and cornice) that wraps around 

the main volume, and a full, classically inspired pediment that crowns the 

main façade. The columns rest on a 6’-6-3/4” deep by 22’-4” wide glazed red 

brick and tile floor, 7” above a 13” wide, wrap-around concrete step that is 

a minimum of 6” and a maximum of 9” above grade.

The main façade’s front door with its rectangular, four-pane transom and two 

double double-hung, six-over-six pane windows corresponding to the first 

floor, lie about 4’- 8-3/4” behind the back side of the columns, and are 

placed off-center between the column bays. Two smaller double-hung windows 

corresponding to the second floor are partially hidden behind the 

entablature. 

The symmetrical, gable-end East elevation has two paired double-hung six-over-

one pane windows on the first floor, and one paired double-hung, six-over-six 

paned window centered between the elevation’s broken pediment. The main

body’s entablature terminates 2’-10-1/2” from the corner on both sides of 

this elevation. 

Aside from the North wing projecting from the main body, a side porch resting 

on a concrete slab and abutting the wing’s East elevation is a prominent 

feature of the North elevation. The porch’s hipped roof is supported by a 

small round column on the northeastern corner and intersects and connects to 

the North wing’s gable roof. Two wood doors with 6 glass panes each lead into 

the house from the porch on the ground floor. A small double-hung, three-

over-three lite window corresponding to the second-floor rests over the 
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porch’s roof. East of the porch, a double-hung, six-over-one pane window 

looks into the kitchen. 

The South elevation is dominated by the South wing’s blank gable end. East of 

the wing, the elevation contains three double-hung, six-over-six pane windows 

corresponding to the first floor, and a smaller double-hung, three-over-three 

pane window located directly above the first floor window nearest to the 

South wing. This smaller window, like the one on the North elevation, 

corresponds to the second floor.

The one-story North wing has a similar entablature profile that wraps around 

its three sides, and a pedimented gable-end facing Union Street. The wing’s

West and East elevations each have a slightly off-center double-hung six-

over-six pane window. While there are no windows on the blank North 

elevation, the interior reveals evidence there used to be a stove with a flue 

stack on this end.

Like the North wing, the South wing has the same entablature profile, but the 

architrave and frieze stop about half-way along the West elevation, and a 

simplified cornice profile is continued through the rest of the West, South 

and East elevations. This change, the wood paneling on the West elevation 

that starts were the entablature stops, and the change in framing found on 

the inside, suggests that half of this wing was a later addition to the 

original massing. The West and East elevation have one double-hung, six-over-

six pane window each, which correspond symmetrically to those on the North 

wing, further suggesting that the original composition had identical side 

wings. This gives the overall massing a symmetrical distribution typical of 

the Greek Revival style.

On the ground floor, the main volume of the house contains the narrow entry 

and stair hall accessed from the front door on the southwestern corner. The 

entry hall leads to a large rectangular living room through a cased opening 

on its South wall. Beyond the living room, to the East, lie the dining room 

on the main body’s southeastern corner, and the kitchen on the northeastern 

corner. The living room’s East wall, with its off-center Victorian fireplace 

mantle, is framed by two doors, one south of the fireplace leading into the 
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dining room while the other leads into the kitchen. A doorway on the wall 

between the kitchen and dining room connects the spaces. Access from the main 

volume to the North wing is through a door on the North wall of the entry 

hall, whereas access to the South wing is through a door located on the South 

wall of the living room. The North wing contains a single square room, while 

the South wing has two rooms, the second without any windows.

Two bedrooms, one on the East side and one on the West side of the main 

volume, with a hall and a bathroom between them are located on the second 

floor. Access to the second floor is through a straight staircase located 

opposite of the front door. A similar stair located directly beneath it and 

accessed from the kitchen leads into the basement. The basement is unfinished 

with a full-height portion under the main mass of the house and crawlspaces 

under the North and South wings.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

� Statement o& Si'ni&icance

Applica"le �ational �e'iste1 �1ite1ia 
("ark �D� in one or more boDes for the criteria qualifying the property for #ational &egister 
listing.)

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history.

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents 
a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history. 

�1ite1ia �onside1ations 
("ark HDI in all the boDes that apply.)

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

�. &emoved from its original location  

C. A birthplace or grave 

x



������������������������������
705 6th Street
Howe, Indiana 46746

����������������������
����	��
����
����
��
���
ARCH 71411

December 13, 2022
National Register Nomination Form

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
NPS Form 10900 OMB No. 10240018

John B. and Frances Howe House LaGrange, Indiana
Name of Property           County and State

Section � page 9

�. A cemetery

�. A reconstructed building, ob6ect, or structure

F. A commemorative property

�. !ess than 5� years old or achieving significance within the past 5� years 

A1eas o& Si'ni&icance
(�nter categories from instructions.) 
Education 
Economics 
Politics 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

�e1iod o& Si'ni&icance
1845-1875
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Si'ni&icant Dates 
1845 

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Si'ni&icant �e1son �last name� &i1st name�
(Complete only if Criterion � is marked above.)
Howe, John Badlam
Howe, Frances Marie Glidden
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

�ultu1al A&&iliation 
N/A 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

A1chitect��uilde1 �last name� &i1st name�
Unknown
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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�e1iod o& Si'ni&icance �*usti&ication�

The period from 1845 to 1875 starts at the completion of the house and ends 

with the Howes’ move to their newly constructed mansion nearby (NR 

#95001106). 

�1ite1ia �onside1ations �e7planation� i& necessa18�

N/A

Statement o& Si'ni&icance Summa18 �a1a'1aph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, 6ustification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.) 

The John and Frances Howe House is significant under National Register 

Criterion B because of John Howe’s contribution to the early settlement 

infrastructure and development of Howe, then known as Lima, Indiana. His 

contributions to local and state politics were recognized beyond his 

community, and his legacy in the education of young Hoosiers is embodied in 

his namesake Military School just north of the house. The school was started 

by his wife, Frances, following his death in 1883. The “Original Howe House” 

was John and Frances’s first home together and saw them rise to prominence in 

the Howe community during their residency from 1845 to 1875.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
�a11ati5e Statement o& Si'ni&icance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)  

The home of a prominent citizen and his wife during a period of immense 

development in the town and state, the John B. and Frances Howe House stands 

today as a reminder of their lasting influence. The earliest settlers arrived 

in what became Lima, Indiana in 1828. The area was a bustling Native American 

settlement of about 1,500-2,000 inhabitants along Pigeon River called 

Mongoquinong. The natives were relocated by government decree in 1839.

In 1833, John B. Howe arrived in the area. He was born in Boston in 1813, 

attended Trinity College in Hartford until his graduation at age 19, and came 
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to Lima to study law and teach in the first schoolhouse in the county. The 

small log structure was located about a quarter of a mile southeast of the 

settlement. He was admitted to the LaGrange County Bar in 1834 and became the 

county’s first resident lawyer. Early accounts claim that he was unmatched in 

court, his arguments being strong and logical, matching his temperament. 

His success in the courtroom launched his political career, and in 1841 Howe 

was elected to the Indiana House of Representatives to represent Northeast 

Indiana. By 1850, he was a member of the Constitutional Convention charged 

with rewriting the state Constitution. Some sources claim portions of the 

constitution were written by Howe in Lima, but it is more likely that he 

reviewed circulated drafts there. Significant in his political leanings, 

although he was nominated by the Whig Party, was his allyship with 

abolitionists of the Constitutional Convention. 

In 1846, Howe married Francis Marie Glidden (born 1825) in Claremont, New 

Hampshire. The Howes returned to Lima to the house John had built for her, 

the wood-frame Greek Revival structure at the corner of Union St and Sixth St

discussed herein.

The economy in Lima grew from its early industries of trade and milling to a 

hub connecting South Bend and Fort Wayne. Howe, recognizing the economic 

opportunity, opened the first bank in Lima in partnership with Samuel P. 

Williams in 1854. The bank circulated $70,000 in its first year and in 1857 

it became a branch of the State Bank of Indiana under the ownership of twelve 

local men, including Howe. The bank continued to operate privately until 

1986.

In 1853, along with his half-brother James, Howe built the first St. Mark’s 

Church in Lima, supporting the mission of their beloved Episcopal Church. He 

also supported public education in town, raising subscriptions for the first 

frame school and personally donating to fund a new brick school in 1874.

In 1875, the Howes moved from the original house to their new Second Empire 

style home on Union Street, where they resided together until John’s death in 

1883.  In 1884, Frances opened the Howe Grammar School in her original abode, 
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using the $10,000 John left in his will for the founding of a school for 

young men. Howe’s half-brother, James, the Reverend C.N. Spaulding, and 

Bishop David B. Kickerbacker supported the initial endeavor. The Howe’s 

original home was used as the primary building for the Grammar School until 

1888, when a larger campus was developed nearby. Frances continued to support 

the school through donations and supervision until her death in 1904. John 

and Frances’s first house remained part of the Howe Military School’s 

holdings until its sale, along with the campus, in 2019. After the house was 

used as the first home of the Howe Grammar School, it became the Vicarage for 

the school Chaplain, sometimes called the Rectory or Headmaster’s Cottage.

Lima was renamed Howe in 1909 to commemorate the distinguished successes 

across education, politics, and economics of their former resident.

Historians deem Howe an unmatched pioneer, thinker, educator, politician, and

lawyer for his time in Northern Indiana.

De5elopmental �isto18�Additional histo1ic conte7t in&o1mation

N/A

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
�� Ma*o1 �i"lio'1aphical �e&e1ences 

�i"lio'1aph8 (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)     

Andreas and Baskin and LaGrange Standard Printing Co. Combined 1874 & 1893 
Illustrated Historical Atlas of Lagrange County Indiana. Reprint ed. The 
Bookmark 1975.

Fred Seibold, HMS ’53, Web and Traditions Committee Chair of the Howe Military 
School Alumni Association. Email conversations Nov. 16-Dec. 8, 2022.

Ford Ira and LaGrange County Historical Society. La Grange County from History 
of Northeast Indiana. The Bookmark 1979.

Grantee Index, Lagrange Co., Ind., 1834-1860, Vols. 1-3. Accessed at the 
LaGrange Public Library Genealogy Room, LaGrange, Indiana.

Indiana and United States. Lagrange County: Interim Report. Arch 2009.

Kelly, Raymond. Here’s Howe – The First Hundred Years. Howe Military School, 
Howe, Indiana, 1984.
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LaGrange County Historical Society and F.A. Battey & Co. 1882 History of La 
Grange County Indiana: Historical and Biographical. Bookmark 1979.

LaGrange Publishing Company LaGrange Ind. Illustrated Atlas and Columbian 
Souvenir of Lagrange County Indiana Showing Its Development in the First 
Sixty Years Since Organization. Reprint ed. The Bookmark 1975.

Murray Harold E. Atlas of Lagrange County Indiana: Containing Outline Map of 
County Plats of Townships and Villages Complete Alphabetical Index of 
Property Owners of Lagrange County. 2nd ed. H.E. Murray 1937.

Philomaths of Howe (Organization). Historic Howe: A History of Howe Indiana. 
Philomaths 2014.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

�1e5ious documentation on &ile ���S�: 

,,,, preliminary determination of individual listing (�� CF& �7) has been requested
,,,, previously listed in the #ational &egister
,,,, previously determined eligible by the #ational &egister
,,,, designated a #ational Historic !andmark
,X,, recorded by Historic American �uildings Survey   �IN-329
,,,, recorded by Historic American �ngineering &ecord � ,,,,,,,,,,
,,,, recorded by Historic American !andscape Survey � ,,,,,,,,,,,

�1ima18 location o& additional data: 
,,,, State Historic Preservation Office
,,,, Other State agency
,,,, Federal agency
,,,, !ocal government
,,,, )niversity
,X,, Other
         #ame of repository: Howe Military School Archives

LaGrange County Historical Society
LaGrange Public Library Genealogy Room

�isto1ic �esou1ces Su15e8 �um"e1 �i& assi'ned�: ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
	�� Geo'1aphical Data

Ac1ea'e o& �1ope1t8: Less than one acre

)se the )T" system

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
NPS Form 10900 OMB No. 10240018

John B. and Frances Howe House LaGrange, Indiana
Name of Property           County and State

Sections 9-end  page 1�

U�M �e&e1ences 
�atum (indicated on )S�S map): 

         #A� 1��7     or       #A� 1���

1. +one: 16T �asting: 6 31 070 #orthing: 46 20 150

�. +one: �asting: #orthing:

�. +one: �asting: #orthing:

�. +one: �asting : #orthing:

�e1"al �ounda18 Desc1iption (�escribe the boundaries of the property.)

The property is bound by Sixth Street and Fifth Street on the west and east 
sides respectively, by Union Street on the north side, and by a neighboring 
residential property on the south side. This is Lot 5 in Block 14.

�ounda18 �usti&ication (�Dplain why the boundaries were selected.)

This is the historic property boundary.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
		� �o1m �1epa1ed �8

name�title: Guillermo Alfaro, Elena Ezzo, Elizabeth Kromkowski; Graduate 
Students

organiFation: University of Notre Dame School of Architecture
street � number: 114 Walsh Family Hall of Architecture
city or town: Notre Dame state: IN Fip code: 46556
e	mail:  arch@nd.edu
telephone:(574) 631-6137
date: December 13, 2022

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

X
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Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

● Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 
location.
o See attached.
   
● Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  
Key all photographs to this map.
o Not required for this property.

● Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
NPS Form 10900 OMB No. 10240018

John B. and Frances Howe House LaGrange, Indiana
Name of Property           County and State

Sections 9-end  page 1	

�hoto'1aphs
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The siFe of each image must be ����D���� at ��� ppi 
(piDels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. �ach photograph must be 
numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  For 
simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph 
log and doesnJt need to be labeled on every photograph.

Official photographs to be completed by Indiana Landmarks/Todd Zeiger. Draft 
photographs submitted as deliverables in Research & Documentation of Historic 
Buildings class Fall ’22.

�hoto �o'

#ame of Property:

City or *icinity:

County: State:

Photographer:

�ate Photographed:

�escription of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera:

1 of ,,,.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.).
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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